December 1, 2009
Dear Senator:

The undersigned organizations committed to protecting and improving women's health
appreciate efforts to advance health care reform that works towards improving access to quality,
affordable and comprehensive health care for all Americans. To that end, we urge your support
for Senator Mikulski's Women’s Health Amendment, which will help ensure that health care
reform meets women's needs.

The Women's Health Amendment will ensure that women have access to key preventive services
they need throughout their lives by strengthening the bill's existing protections. A May 2009
report by the Commonwealth Foundation found that nearly half of women delayed or avoided
preventive care due to cost—a serious women's health issue that any health care reform plan
must address.

While the current bill takes important steps toward improving access to preventive health care by
making those recommended by the United States Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF)
available with no or limited cost sharing, USPSTF recommendations do not fully account for the
range of preventive services a woman’s doctor may recommend or that a woman may need. The
Women's Health Amendment will allow HRSA to develop evidence-based guidelines to help
bridge critical gaps in coverage and cost-sharing for preventive health services, the same
approach the bill takes to address gaps in preventive services for children. This needed change is
intended to make women's unique health care needs — from family planning and well-woman
visits to breast cancer screening and preconception counseling that promotes healthier
pregnancies and optimal birth outcomes-- more accessible and affordable for women.

As you consider health care reform legislation, we urge you to vote in favor of the Mikulski
Women's Health Amendment that will help millions of women receive essential health care.

Sincerely,
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